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DENIALISM





Measurable



Strong correlation between 
GHG emissions and temperature



Sea level rise



Wildfires

Extreme storms



Loss of Species

Ocean
Acidification



Confronting Climate Change in the U.S. Northeast, UCS 



Drought



Humanitarian
Crisis



But Denialism can take 
other forms too…
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Can’t trade one fossil fuel 
for another…

Can’t trade one sector 
for another…

New York’s Carbon Footprint



We need a PLAN that synchronously ramps UP carbon-free 
sources of energy and ramps DOWN carbon-intensive energy.

Green New Deal
100% clean electricity by 2040
70% of electricity from renewables by 2030

• 9,000 MW of offshore wind by 2035  
• 6,000 MW distributed solar by 2025
• 3,000 MW of storage by 2030

We do not need to have precise answers—nor can we afford 
to wait for precise answers—to realize that we must take 
action to reduce our carbon footprint, starting now.



The steps we take must be in a forward direction. 

That means not burning more fossil fuels 
TOMORROW than we do TODAY.



SOLUTIONS



How much electricity do we use in
Otsego County?  

What about an electricity 
transmission “bottleneck” ?

10% of this is 60 GWh.

45 MW of solar
(@capacity factor 0.15)

LET’S FIX IT

ELECTRICITY

WE CAN DO THAT!

Say 600 GWh

340 acres
(@7.5 acres/MW)





LOCAL HYDROPOWER

Goodyear Lake
Built in 1907, restored in 1980  

5985 MWh annually 



LOCAL HYDROPOWER
New technology

Archimedes screw generator

weir



LOCAL HYDROPOWER

New technology



Oneonta Southside 
Water Project

RENEWABLE HEAT/POWER

WALMART

Geothermal Sink/Source



EXISTING GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

On-site storage
for peak use periods

typical 60% capacity

storage

interruptible



EXISTING GAS INFRASTRUCTURE

Electric in-line
mini-compressor



We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is 
today. We are confronted with the fierce urgency of 
now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, 
there “is” such a thing as being too late. This is no 
time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for 
vigorous and positive action.

Martin Luther King Jr.



Thank You
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