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Con Ed Has Declared a Gas Moratorium in 
Westchester County

“The Commission is committed to ensuring that consumers have
access to affordable, clean and reliable energy sources….. We will
push all utilities to address changing market dynamics, while
achieving our clean energy objectives and advancing economic
growth.

"To help prospective customers meet their energy needs in light of
these market dynamics, PSC will be monitoring Con Edison’s
engagement with customers to explore options to reduce their
energy needs or meet their needs through non-natural gas energy
sources"

However, look at these comments from
the Public Service Commission (PSC) on Jan 18, 2019
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James Denn
Public Information Officer
New York State Public Service Commission

In the words of our ‘60s bard:
“We better start swimming,
Or we’ll sink like a stone, 
‘Cuz the times they are a-changing”



Science Is On Our Side

• Ever-improving efficiencies of solar panels, wind 
turbines, and batteries at lower costs.

• Ever-improving efficiencies of air-source and 
ground-source heat pumps, at lower costs.

• Rapid expansion of battery-electric vehicle choices, 
at lower costs.
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History and Forecast of 
Onshore Wind Capacity in NYS
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History and Forecast of 
Residential/Commercial PV Capacity in NYS
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Smart Battery Storage Systems (BSS)
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Agricultural Research Facility, Tompkins County

630 kWh of storage
Peak Shaving
Discharge at times of peak demand to avoid or reduce demand charges.
Load Shifting
Shift energy consumption from one point in time to another to avoid paying
high energy prices. Where applicable, this price optimization accounts for 
solar or other on-site generation.
Emergency Backup
Provide intermediate backup power to your business in the event of a 
grid interruption. This function can be standalone or tied to solar.
Demand Response
Discharge instantly in response to signals from a demand response 
administrator to alleviate peaks in system load.
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We Need a MANAGED Energy Transition

• Decrease the demand for, and supply of, fossil 
energy

• Increase the demand for, and supply of, renewable 
energy

• Synchronously and…
• On time
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We Need to Do This at 
ALL Scales and in ALL Sectors:

National, State, County, City, Personal

Commercial, Industrial, Residential, 
Power, Transportation
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I Am Not Asking You to Do
Something I Have Not Done
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Our Net-Zero Home in Ithaca

15 kW Solar Voltaic

Solar Thermal
Hot Water

R60 Walls
Triple-Pane
Windows

R100 Roof

ASHP



Do You Want Green Electricity for Your Residence?
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Our Battery Electric Vehicle (BEV)
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We fill-up from our roof-top PV
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Our Family Carbon Capture
and Sequestration Unit:

~1000 Norway Spruce trees
planted with my students

on our land, McLean, NY 
in 1988-1990



SUMMARY

• Whether you believe climate change is a real threat 
or not, the energy transition is occurring. 

• Commerce does not have to be hampered by the 
transition.

• New energy technologies actually improve the 
bottom line.

• Think globally, act locally, now.
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